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SARG Data Category: 1. CONSEQUENCES 
evidence of the problem 

  
Title: Drinking and Driving 

 

Drinking and Driving 
 

Indicator: 
The rate of all alcohol-related motor vehicle traffic crashes; and the 

rate of Florida drinking and driving youth ages 15-29 in all motor 

vehicle crashes, and in fatal crashes, per licensed driver. 
 

Commentary: 
Leon County continues to have some of the highest alcohol-related 

motor vehicle crash rates statewide, and 21 continues to be the peak 

age for drinking drivers involved in all motor vehicle crashes, 

including fatalities. Yet, notably, the incidence of licensed drivers 

throughout Florida involved in all types of alcohol-related crashes, 

including fatal accidents, rises remarkably from age 15 to 18, makes 

some adjustment but continues to increase up through age 21 after 

which it declines sharply to age 24, and thereafter takes on a more 

gradual decline to age 29, and beyond. Clearly, youth ages 18-24 

are at the highest risk for drinking and driving (and for associated 

consequences). At the same time, the alarming rise in youth ages 

15-18 drinking and driving indicates the need to start responsible 

decision-making intervention strategies at the earliest possible age.  
 

Source(s): 
Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, Traffic 

Crash Statistics Reports; http://www.flhsmv.gov/html/safety 
 

Note: alcohol-related crash statistics disaggregated by age for 

Leon County not readily available.  

Chart 1: Alcohol-Related Motor Vehicle Crashes   

 

 

Chart 2:Florida Drinking Drivers, Ages 15-29 
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